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SUBJECT: SAUDI POSITION ON LEBANON 


Message Text 


1 . NOTE VERB AT, F. OUTLINING SAG POSITION ON LEBANON WAS HANDED 
POL COUN ON SEPTEMBER 10 BY DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ABD AL-RAHMAN MANSOURI. EMBASSY TRANSLATION FOLLOWS. 


2. BEGIN TEXT. SAUDI ARABIA SHARES THE CONCERN OF THE UNITED 
STATES FOR DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON AND ITS ANXIETY OVER 
CLASHES BETWEEN THE SYRIAN TROOPS AND MORONITE MILITIAS IN 
THE NORTHERN PART OF MOUNT LEBANON. 


3. MOVED BY THIS CONCERN. THE KINGDOM HAS EXERTED EFFORTS 
WITH SYRAIN OFFICIALS FOR PACIFICATION. AND THEY HAVE 
RESPONDED POSITIVELY BY PLEDGING NOT TO BE FIRST IN ANY 
ACTION AGAINST THE MARONITE MILITIAS, THOUGH THEY RETAINED 
THEIR TROOP S RIGHT FOR SELF-DEFENSE AGAINST THE MILITIAS' 
ONSLAUGHT. SYRIAN OFFICIALS HAVE ALSO ASKED THE KINGDOM TO OFFER 
ITS GOOD OFFICES WITH THE UNITED STATES FOR COUNSELLING THE 
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MARONITE MILITIAS TO REMAIN QUIET ON THEIR PART, AND NOT TO PROVOKE 
THE SYRIAN TROOPS FOR COUNTER-ACTION. 


4. HENCE THE KINGDOM’S MOVE TO INVOLVE THE UNITED STATES 
IN MAKING EFFORTS WITH THE MARONITE MILIITAS FOR PRESERVING 
CALM AND AVOIDING PROVOCATIONS, ON ONE HAND, AND IN MAKING 
EFFORTS WITH ISRAEL ON THE OTHER TO REMAIN QUIET AND NOT 
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TO ENCOURAGE THE MILITIAS BY PROVIDING THEM WITH MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT AND WEAPONS. 

5. INSPIRED BY THIS CONCERN, THE KINGDOM HAS ALSO ADOPTED 

POSITIONS ON THE RENEWAL OF THE ARAB DETERRENT FORCE' ANDATES IN HARMONY WITH THE INTEREST OF LEBANON AND WITH 
THE INTEREST OF CONSOLIDATION OF THE LAWFUL AUTHORITY IN 
LEBANON. THOSE TWO CONSIDERATIONS SHALL CONTINUE TO GOVERN 
THE KINGDOM'S STANDS IN THIS REGARD. 

6. ON THE ARAB WORLD LEVEL, THE KINGDOM HAS MADE EFFORTS 
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE ARAB LEAGUE FOR THE RESTORATION OF 
PEACE AND STABILITY IN LEBANON AND SHALL WORK TO THIS END 
AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY. PERHAPS THE ARAB FOREIGN MINISTER S 
MEETING AT NEW YORK DURING THE U.S. GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S 
SESSION WILL OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FURTHER EFFORTS. 

7. SAUDI ARABIA BELIEVES THAT ADDITIONAL U.S. EFFORTS 
WITH THE MARONITE MILITIAS AND WITH ISRAEL FOR ACHEIVING 
THE SAME END IS DESIRABLE SO THAT EFFORTS MAY BE DIRECTED 
TO ALL ELEMENTS IN THE ISSUE, PARTICULARLY THE ILLEGITIMATE 
ONES. 

8. SAUDI ARABIA WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT ITS EFFORTS 
VIS-A-VIS THE CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN LEBANON ARE DIRECTED 
AT CONSOLIDATION OF THE LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY IN THE 
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ABSENCE OF WHICH NO PEACE OR STABILITY CAN PREVAIL IN 
LEBANON. LIKEWISE, THE KINGDOM'S CRITERION FOR THE SOUND- 
NESS OR UNSOUNDNESS OF THE SYRIAN TROOPS' STANCES IS 
BASED ON THE EXTENT OF THOSE TROOPS' SUPPORT FOR THE 
LEGITIMATE POWER IN LEBANON, AND ON THEIR DEALING AND 
COOPERATION WITH THAT AUTHORITY, A CONDITION WHICH THE 
OFFICIALS OF THE LEBANESE LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY HAVE 
ASSURED THE KINGDOM EXISTS IN FACT. 

9. THIS SAUDI VIEW OF THE ACTIONS OF THE SYRIAN TROOPS STEMS 
FROM THE CONSIDERATION BY THE KINGDOM THAT THESE TROOPS 
ARE PART OF THE ARAB SECURITY FORCES WHOSE LEGITIMATE 
TASK IS DERIVED FROM THE ARAB LEAGUE RESOLUTION WHICH 
WAS TAKEN AT THE REQUEST OF THE LEBANESE LEGITIMATE 
AUTHORITY TO UNDERTAKE THE LAWFUL TASK OF ENDING THE 
CIVIL STRIFE, SOMETHING WHICH NECESSITATES SHORING UP 
THE LEGITIMATE POWER IN LEBANON. 

10. THUS, THE KINGDOM BELIEVES THAT ALL GOOD OFFI 
MUST BE CONCENTRATED WITH ALL EMEMENTS CONCERNED 
TOWARD BEEFING UP THE LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY IN LEBANON, 

CONDITIONS IN LEBANON HAVE DEVELOPED IN A MANNER 

FAR FROM BEING A WAR BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS, OR A 
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DISPUTE BETWEEN MARONITES AND OTHER CHRISTIAN FACTIONS. 
THE CONFLICT HAS DEVELOPED INHONE BETWEEN THE LEGITIMATE 
LEBANESE AUTHORITY AND ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. THUS THE ACTIONS 
OF THE PHALANGISTS MILITIAS AND THEIR ALLIES CANNOT BE 
VIEWED AS LAWFUL, AND THE PHALANGIST MILITIAS CANNOT 
BE REGARDED AS REPRESENTING THE ENTIRE MARONITE SECT, 

OR THEIR ACTION IN THE INTEREST OF THE MARONITES. GENERALLY, 
OTHERWISE HOW-UNDER SUCH CRITERIAN-COULD THESE 
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EXDIS 

MILITIAS' TERRORIST OPERATION A ZAGHARTA AGAINST 
FORMER PRESIDENT SULAIMAN FRANJIYAH AND HIS FAMILY, ALL 
MARONITES, BE CONSTURED? ADDITIONALLY, IS NOT THE 
LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY UNDER THE PRESENT PRESIDENT, SARKIS, 

A MARONITE? AND SO TI BECOMES CLEAR THAT THE MILITIAS 
CANNOT REPRESENT ALL THE CHRISTIANS AND CANNOT BE 
REGARDED AS ALL THE MARONITES. 

1 1 . IT IS WORTH MENTIONING THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF 
CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS, THE 
KINGDOM FEELS THROUGHT CONTACTS WITH SOME OFFICIALS OF 
LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY IN LEBANON THAT THEY CANNOT CLEARLY 
DISCERN THE UNITED STATES’ POSITION VIS-A-VIS THE 
LEGITIMATE LEBANESE AUTHORITY, SINCE THEY VIEW THE U.S. STANCE 
AS ONE OF COMMUNICATING MESSAGES FROM THE MILITIAS AND 
FROM ISRAEL WITHOUT ADOPTING AN INDEPENDENT CLEAR 
ATTITUDE OR TAKING A POSITIVE ACTION ILLUSTRATING 
SUCH A STANCE. 
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12. WHAT IS NOTICEABLE IN LEBANON'S DEVELOPMENTS IS THE 
DEGREE OF ISRAEL'S READINESS TO INTERFERE IN MATTERS 
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WHICH HAVE NO CONNECTION WITH ITS SECURITY. IF EVENTS 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON ADIACENT TO ITS BORDERS MAY SERVE 
AS A PRETEXT IN THIS REGARD, WHAT HAS ISRAEL TO DO WITH 
EVENTS IN THE NORTHERN PARTS OF MOUNT LEBANON OR IN 
BEIRUT UNLESS ITS GOAL IS SHEER AGGRESSION AND THE 
PROMOTION OF INSTABILITY IN LEBANON AND IN THE ENTIRE 
REGION IN GENERAL. END TEXT. 

WEST 


SECRET 


NNNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 12 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978JIDDA06535 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780382-0042 
Format: TEL 
From: JIDDA 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780978/aaaacmbp.tel 

Line Count: 186 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: bee05b52-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1471555 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAUDI POSITION ON LEBANON 
TAGS: PEPR, PINS, SA, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bee05b52-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



